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TODAY’S
Sport Fest Windsor

FORECAST
Sunny & High 25C

Serving Windsor
& Essex County

SPORTS
Windsor's 19-year-old Jennifer Robinson was 
crowned Canadian figure skating champion 

ORGAN DONATION
AWARENESS EVENT

Sun Life agree to be primary sponsor for 
WRACE walk/run for Sport Fest Windsor

*Content of document is accurate, but has been modified for legibility and  the promotion of Sport Fest Windsor ORGAN DONATION AWARENESS

Fewer than 15 Canadians in a million are organ donors? It’s true. Canada’s organ donation rate ranks in the bottom 
half of countries in the western world where transplants are performed. More than 3,500 Canadians are waiting for an organ 
transplant, and every year nearly 150 of them die waiting. We have some of the best transplant technology in the world, some of the 
most highly skilled surgeons, some of the most prestigious transplant hospitals, but there are never enough organs available to save 
enough lives. www.sport-fest.ca

Another Awad gets to wear No.4

Jane Awad, 
Sport Fest Windsor         
spokesperson 
Train With Jane
“BOOT CAMP”
Mon. & Wed. 7:00PM
Sat.9:00AM
www.trainwjane.com

by Frank  S. Graziano Special to The Star

While many kilometers separate 
members of the Awad family, they 
remain a tightly knit group within the 
lines of basketball.

Lee Awad’s arrival at St. Clair College 
in early January has him playing varsity 
basketball for the same man his father 
Roger played for 30 years ago---college 
athletic director Al Hoffman.

“When I first had the opportunity to 
meet Lee, I was not surprised by the fact 
he was a courteous and respectful 
individual, just like his father,” Hoffman 
said.

Played for WOIT

The older Awad played for Hoffman at 
the old Western Ontario Institute of 
Technology (the forerunner of St. Clair 
College) for three seasons from 1962-64, 
and while his son is not coached by his 
former mentor, he is comfortable 
knowing Lee is in a program rum by 
Hoffman.

“Al taught me a great deal back in 
those days,” the father recalls. “His 
lessons not only pertained to the game of 
basketball, they also influenced life’s 
decisions.”

Roger passed that influence on to all 
his children at an early age, resulting in 
the development of four talented 
basketball players. 

Growing up in Waterloo.
“All I ever did was practice my 

ball handling skills in the basement 
because we had no place to really 
shoot the ball,” he explains.

“So he would always convert 
anything we had into a defender. 
Chairs, ping pong tables, bikes, etc. 
Whatever there was, it became my 
job to protect the ball from it.”

With a career move to South Bend 
Ind. His father now travels four 
hours to watch every home game 
Lee plays and holds a particular 
interest in attending next season’s 
games.

But Lee stands alone as the follower, 
and wears his father’s No.4 jersey.
“Even before I started playing, I 
knew I wanted to wear the same 
number he wore when he played,” 
said the 20-year-old business major. 
“He was the first to teach me the 
game, and I wanted to honor that.”

Basement Lessons

he remembers his father’s early 
lessons mostly taking place in the 
basement of his home while

LEE AWAD is a chip off the old 
block when it comes to playing 

basketball

Roger Awad 1964 
team photo

“ My youngest 
son Jon is 
planning to play 
for St. Clair next 
year as well.
So while having 
one son play for 
your old school 
is nice, I would 
have never 
dreamed of both 
of them doing 
so,” the father 
says.

“That’s going 
to be a real 
special moment 
for me.”

http://www.sport-fest.ca
http://www.trainwjane.com

